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The dances are named for three of the dancers in Paul Valery’s dialogue, Dance and the 
Soul.

Rhodonia is a female dancer in the troupe; she is elegant and much admired by Socrates 
and his friends until Athitke enters and diverts their attention.

Nettarion is a young male dancer, described as homely and perhaps a bit out of place.

Athitke is the queen of the troupe, a fiery, brilliant dancer who outshines all the rest. 
Towards the end of the dialogue she falls, and the men think she might be dead; 
however, she recovers and speaks of how she was completely carried away by the 
dance.
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Fast, but not hurried
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Solemn and formal
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Agile and unpredictable
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